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A plant lover crea raditional gardens with a con orary twist

IONA Harrison, has translated a

childhood love of gardening into a

career designing beautiful, balanced
gardens.“Gardening was always an important
means of relaxation for my father and as a
child I was encouraged to tend my own plot.
This developed in me a strong sense of the
value and beauty of plants in our living
environment and of the atmosphere created
by different types and quantities of plants,”
she explains.

After completing a degree in horticulture,
Fiona took a student apprenticeship with the
National Trust, followed by a further course
in garden design at Pershore College and
then ten years working in the garden centre
and landscape industry. At present she works
as an independent designer and consultant
based in Virginia Water and also lectures at
the Oxford College of Garden Design. Her
standard has been

high professional
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recognized by her full membership of The
Society of Garden Designers.

Fiona’s designs are imbued with a sense of
order and place while being sensitive to
clients’needs.“I feel it is important to design
with a clear sense of what is appropriate for
a garden. Often this sense of place will come
with the first visit to a site and expands
following discussion with the client on
their requirements. Every garden is distinc-
tive in its own unique way and I always seek
out the vernacular in terms of materials and
what is appropriate to the house architec-
ture,” comments Fiona.

Unity and form

Creating a balance within the garden and
between the house and its surroundings is
another element to Fiona’s designs. “As a
designer there is a great sense of achievement
in organizing space not necessarily in a

formal way but in creating a correct balance
between border sizes and lawns, creating
functional living areas and generally in
creating a sense of unity in the use o
ground pattern, plant and material form.
textures and colours,” she adds.

Evident in Fiona’s work also is her love of
the natural landscape. She is particularly
inspired by ones where there is a sense of
scale related to the human one.“Places such
as the Yorkshire Dales with its mixture of
valley streams, flora rich meadows and local
stone built cottages inspire a sense of
intimacy with the landscape where an
interdependence is seen between men and
nature,” she adds.

Spiritual spaces

Fiona feels that many of her gardens are
often seen as “spiritual spaces, places for
tranquillity and relaxation, of contemplation
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Left: A newly designed courtyard entertaining space with espaliered stilt-hedge screenin
create a three dimensional sense of enclosure. Above: Fiona uses sculpture, as with Jack
Frost’ by Graeme Lougher planted with grasses, to create atmosphere. Below: A newly
planted traditional styled garden using pleached hornbeam and box edged beds of peren
and roses
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and meditation.” Such places may be created
with green enclosure, lush naturalistic
planting and the addition of gentle water
features, sculptural elements, interesting
hard landscaping and atmospheric lighting.
In other gardens, vibrant colour and a sense
of excitement may be more appropriate for
families or entertaining spaces.

Perfect planting

Site-specific plants are selected by
considering the conditions, such as soils and
aspect. By using a diverse range of sustainable
plants, wildlife is encouraged while the
plants thrive without too much human
intervention.The selection is also determined
by the style Fiona wishes to use, from

formal to naturalistic and the colour palette.
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Some of her favourite plants include Stipa
arundinacea, Erysimum ‘Apricot Delight’,
Penstemon ‘Garnet’ and Salvia nemerosa ‘East
Friesland.’

In most cases Fiona is involved in all stages
of the garden design — from the conception
to its completion, with follow up mainten-
ance manuals and in many instances biannual
“check-up” visits. Initially there is a site visit
and discussion of ideas, showing examples
of previous work and taking into consider-
ation the client’s requirements. This meeting
is followed up by a design brief summary and
design fee quotation. If proceeding, a design
is prepared and presented including hard
landscaping such as paving, structures and
planting types. At this stage any amendments
are made followed by work specifications and

a contractor’s quote.

“Atall stages it is important that the clien
feels involved and that the final desigr
should reflect the clients’ preferences not jus
the designer’s. The process of transforming
a garden is an exhilarating and exciting one
where most people feel completely differen
about their outdoor space and wish they hac
done the changes earlier,” says Fiona. |

Fiona Harrison Landscape and Garden
Design

Tel: 01344 843258

Email: fiona@fhgd.com

Website: www.thgd.com

The Society of Garden Designers
Website: www.sgd.org.uk
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Opposite: A mix of bricks, gravel and ti
gives variety and strength to these steps
Left: Fiona Harrison feels it is important
design with a clear sense of what is
appropriate for a garden, giving a sense
place. Below: Fiona considers water the
heart of a garden. This sculptural water
feature by Sally Price is a striking exam|
in one of her gardens

FIONA'S DESIGN TIPS
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